Buckfastleigh  Urban  District  Council. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MElDie7\la  OFFICER  OF  HET^laXH  FOR  1800. 


In  fchis  Annual  Report,  for  1899,  the  population 
is  to  be  esitimated,  as  usual,  to  the  middle  of  the 
year.  Judging  from  what  I saw  in  my  house  to 
house  inspection  for  overcrowding,  which  has  some- 
what diminished,  and  from  the  fact  that  few,  if 
any  new  cottages  have  been  built  this  year,  I should 
be  inolii.od  to  say  the  pop'  lation  has  not  i~>oreased, 
and  2,775,  the  same  number  as  last  year,  will  be 
a fair  estimate. 

BIRTHS. 

27  males,  19  females — total,  46.  This  is  equal 
to  a birth-rate  of  16.54  per  1,000,  the  lowest  since 
the  formation  of  the  Urban  District  Council.  The 
following  table  shows  the  number  of  births  and 
the  birth-rates  for  the  last  five  years:  — 


Number 

Uirth-1  atft 

Date. 

of  births. 

per  1 ,000. 

1895  

54 

20 

1896  

59 

21.45 

1897  

56 

20.36 

1898  

62 

22.34 

1899  

46 

16.54 

DEATHS. 

39  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year,  giving 
a rate  of  14.05  perl,000,  an  improvement  on  last 
year.  The  infant  death-rate  was  3.6  per  1,000. 
The  number  of  deaths  and  the  death-rates  for  the 
last  five  years  are  given  in  the  following  table:  — 


Number 

Death-rnte 

Date, 

of  deaths. 

per  1,00 

1895  

48 

17.77 

1896  

36 

13.09 

1897  

33 

12 

1898  

44 

15.85 

1899  

39 

14.05 

The  return  in  table  A,  required  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  reads : — Deaths  tmder  1 year, 
10 ; from  1 to  5,  none  ; from  5 to  15,  none ; from 
15  to  25,  2 ; from  25  to  65,  11 ; at  65  and  upwards, 
16.  Of  the  10  deaths  under  1 year,  three  were  due 
to  premature  birth,  three  to  convulsions,  and  two 
to  diarrhoea.  Of  the  16  at  65  and  upwards,  11  were 
certified  “ senile  decay  and  the  average  age  was 
79.  In  the  first  two  classes  (under  5 years  of  age) 
2 deaths  occurred  from  diarrhoea,  1 from  bronchitis, 
and  7 from  “ all  other  diseases.”  In  the  remaining 
ones  (5  years  of  age  and  upwards),  4 occurred  from 
phthisis,  2 from  bronchitis,  3 from  heart  disease, 
2 from  cancer,  and  18  from  “ all  other  diseases.” 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Two  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  notified  during 
the  year,  the  first  occurring  in  September,  the 
patient  being  a servant  girl,  who  was  at  her 
employer’s  house  all  day,  but  slept  at  home ; defec- 
tive drains  were  found  on  both  premises — they 
were  at  once  attended  to  in  both  oases.  The  second 
case  occurred  in  October,  a servant  boy  working 
also  for  his  employer  all  day  and  sleeping  at  home. 
The  back  yard  of  the  house  where  the  boy  lived, 
was  found  to  be  pitch-paved,  in  very  bad  condition, 
with  stagnant  water  in  places,  and  notice  was  serve  1 


on  the  owner  to  repave  with  brick,  which  was  done. 
The  drain  on  the  employer’s  premises  had  the 
smoke  test  applied  to  it,  and  was  found  defective ; 
it  was  connected  immediately  afterwards,  and  the 
defect  remedied. 

One  case  of  erysipelas  was  notified  in  Eebruarv. 
In  April  there  were  some  cases  Influenza,  most 
of  a &ild  type,  and  not  amount*iig  to  an  epidemi 
but  towards  the  end  of  December  a very  extensive 
epidemic  broke  out,  one  death  occurring  on  the 
23rd ; most  of  the  oases  were  complicated  witli 
bronchitis.  * 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

These  were  all  in  good  order,  except  that  in  most 
instances  whitewashing  had  been  neglected ; the 
owners  were  notified  to  that  effect,  and  they 
promptly  re^onded. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

The  dairies,  as  on  former  occasions,  were  all  in 
excellent  order.  The  munber  of  cows  remains 
about  tbe  same,  in  two  instances  a slight  increase 
and  in  one  a decrease.  Four  of  the  sheds  required 
whitewashing,  and  it  was  at  once  attended  to. 

SEWERAGE. 

The  sewers  appear  to  be  in  good  working  order, 
and  most  of  the  drains  have  been  connected.  There 
are  still  30  or  40  left  to  be  done,  the  masons  being 
quite  unable  to  carry  out  the  work  put  into  their 
hands  more  rapidly  than  they  are  doing.  It  has 
been  made  a point  to  apply  the  smoke  test  in  each 
case  as  the  connection  is  made,  and  by  that  means 
many  defects  have  been  discovered  that  might  at 
some  future  time  have  caused  an  attack  of  typhoid 
fever. 

WATER. 

There  is  very  little  to  report  with  regard  to  a 
water  supply.  The  Council  has  continued  to  give 
attention  to  it,  but  nothing  definite  has  been  settled. 
CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  is  no  deficiency  in  the  number  of  closets, 
but  at  the  time  of  my  inspection  there  were  still 
some  pails  and  privies  in  existence.  However,  the 
owners  had  notice  to  put  in  new  closets  and  con- 
nect, and  in  nearly  every  instance  this  has  been, 
attended  to.  The  one  point  that  struck  me  while 
inspecting  was  the  necessity  for  more  flushing ; the 
conveniences  were  fairly  clean  as  far  as  the  means 
available  would  allow,  but  many  places  want  a 
further  water  supply — notably  the  Board  Schools. 
There  were  some  deficiencies  in  the  factories,  but 
they  have  now  been  fully  remedied. 

OVERCROWDING. 

This  is  gradually  diminshing.  Some  families 
have  moved  into  larger  cottages,  and  others  have 
become  Smaller  by  one  or  more  members  getting 
married,  and  living  in  other  cottages.  There  are 
still  a few  cfcses  where  there  is  insufficient  air  space. 

HENRY  UBSDELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


